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dition of things surprising. The question at Issue raised
the whole problem of the relations of the mother country
to the colonies, and that problem was complex and novel
The Court party thought it could be solved by asserting
and exercising authority for the sake of exercising it; the
Rockingham party was prepared to assert it, but thought
it important not to exercise it; Chatham wished to exercise
it to the full in commercial legislation, but to deny it out-
right in internal taxation. How far these vexed problems
of commercial regulation and colonial contribution could
have been ultimately solved in any other manner than by
separation, it is difficult to say confidently, for the solution
of the first difficulty was an economic truth that was as yet
only the private possession of a few philosophers; and the
second question is still unanswered.
As long as the old theories which Free Trade dislodged
occupied the public mind, the colonies were necessarily re-
garded as protected markets for the produce of the mother
country, and to allow them to develop trade of their own
was inevitably regarded as training up a deadly rival to
British commerce. In such a climate of thought it is diffi-
cult to say offhand that any arrangement other than separa-
tion would have been lasting, and it is easy to see that an
atmosphere of speculation about rights and abstract claims
was charged with all the elements of revolution. Again
it must not be forgotten that there was much to irritate
the English temper in the behaviour of the colonists, who
were far more anxious to stand by their liberties than to
make concession easy to the mother country, and that in
English eyes they were not only mutinous but ungrateful
for the army that had delivered them from the danger of
Invasion. The end of the French war had left a delicate
situation, and the events of the next ten years, awkward
Interferences, maladroit pretensions, controversies rough in
their manner on both sides had made it highly critical.
What is called, by an obvious misuse of terms, our Colonial
Empire, has grown and stands to-day upon two great